VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

Apart from these main characters the messenger, a Brahmin,
has a decisive role. But for him Krishna would not have been
able to know Rukmini's heart and thus to take her away in a
chariot on the day of marriage. Balarama's help in defeating
Jarasandha and others is well illustrated. Sisupala and Jarasandha
are thrown out of the country. Rukmi admits total surrender.
Vazhakunnam has artistically redrawn the story into a drama in a
novel taste palatable to the Malayalees.

VALMffiIYUM VYASANUM5

As the title of the drama suggests, the dramatist Vazhakunnam
does sincerely try to project Valmiki and Vyasa, the authors of
Ramayanam and Srimadbhagavatam respectively. The pages of
the comparatively long drama in three ankas is an evidence of his
success in this attempt. The dramatist intermingles prose and
verse harmoniously through out the drama.

This drama of Vazhakunnam deserves special appraisal for its
originality in theme, plot and characterisations. The dramatist
wins in sketching characters of the three chief Gods " Brahma,
Vishnu and Siva, the saints - Valmiki, Vyasa and Narada, the
great puranic ladies" Parvati, Radha, Rukmini and Satyabhama.
All of them stand before us as ordinary men and women.

The drama opens with a conference on Ramayanas -

5. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Valmikiyum Vyasanum,
Sreekrishna Press, Trichur, 1945.
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